
October 27, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  All commissioners were 
present.    
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of a City 
of Ada letter with regard to off-peak rate being discontinued, the lease for the land in Section 35, Lake Ida Twp which will 
terminate at the end of the year under Miscellaneous business.   A/T Hanson, also noted a resolution for change of 
individuals allowed banking access for financial accounts, under her time during the 9:45 slot.  A/T Hanson also added Sarah 
Kjono, NMPH, to the 11:15 time slot with regard to the Nurse Practitioner/Sanford Contract and a Medica SNBC Agreement.   
Commissioner Bommersbach and Gunderson also would update the board on the AMC District 3 meeting they attended on 
October 20th.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.   Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was approval of the minutes from the October 4th board meeting.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of business brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was the AMC Conference in December, noting early 
registration ends November 1st.   After some discussion, Chairman Gunderson noted he would be willing to attend if no one 
else was wanting to attend.  Chairman Gunderson asked A/T Hanson to make a reservation for the conference attendance 
as well as hotel accommodations for the conference for Sunday through Wednesday attendance.   
 
The next item of discussion was brought forward by Commissioner Jacobson with regard to an invitation from the Waukon 
Dairy to the commissioners to tour the facility.  Discussion was held as to whether the board could all tour the facility 
together.  After consulting with the county attorney, it was suggested that the board could attend by going the day of a 
regular board meeting and then convening the meeting to break for lunch and travel to the site, and then reconvene the 
meeting at the Waukon Dairy to tour the facility.  A suggestion would be for the November 17th board day.  Commissioner 
Jacobson will work on setting this up and get back to the board with information.   
 
The next item of miscellaneous business was to pay the bills that were submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to pay the bills as submitted:   
 
Revenue - $66,198.97   E-911 - $3,657.47   ARPA - $5,155.00    
             
Road & Bridge - $145,702.67  Building - $8,244.37  Human Services – $17.67 
 
County EDA - $555.02   Public Health - $6,158.61  Solid Waste - $44,956.13   
              
County Ditch - $114.00   County Homes - $90.00  Airport Authority - $1,189.32 
 
TOTAL - $ 282,039.23 
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:17 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to 2022 budget revisions for the Social Services Fund, 
presenting the board with a spreadsheet containing seven (7) chart of accounts that he would like to remove a portion of 
the funding from as it has not shown much activity in 2022, and two (2) chart of accounts that he would like to add this 
funding to that has shown increased activity in 2022 as there is need for funding in these particular accounts.  Nancy Rhen, 
Director of Social Services, was in attendance and noted her approval to this budget revision.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the revisions to the 2022 Social Services budget with Social 
Services Director Rhen approval.   Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion brought forward by CFO Stene, was the housing for the lawn tractor/snowblower.  Mr. Stene 
asked for board approval to talk with Mark Anderson to see if he is willing to sell his garages to the west of the courthouse 
property.  The building committee will also look at the purchase of a shed from ABC or putting up a garage on the property 
to the west of the Courthouse annex across from the Sheriff’s Dept.  The board asked Mr. Stene to check into these options 
and report back to the board at the next meeting.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. CFO Stene addressed the board with regard to a security camera proposal from Heartland Business Systems.  
Many of the county department heads were in attendance for the discussion.  Mr. Stene noted that Ben Fall, had contacted 
the USDA, and had talked with a Laura Pettit for a possible grant which would cover 35% of the project if approved.   Mr.  
Stene noted that he had followed up with Ms. Pettit and submitted some initial financial information to her on behalf of the 
grant application.  Garry Johanson, ESO, also noted that he had been looking for some grant opportunities, but wasn’t 
encouraged, although had heard of one through NW Regional that he would look into their application process.  Mr. Stene 
noted that there was money in the 2022 budget that could be used, citing there were still some available ARPA funds as 
well as some technology funding that could be used.  After some discussion, commissioners asked that Deputy Fall move 
ahead with the USDA grant application and also Mr. Johanson further investigate the NW Regional grant application and 
work on that process.   



 
At 9:45 a.m. A/T Hanson addressed the board with the resignation of Deputy Melissa Netland, noting it had been sent to 
her e-mail on October 14th, which she received in her e-mail the morning of October 17th, stating that she was sorry to 
inform me that she had decided to leave Norman County.  I am giving a 2-week notice so my last day will be October 28th 
and indicating she didn’t feel Norman County was a good fit for her.   Commissioner Bommersbach asked what was going 
on in the office as it appeared to have a revolving door.  Engineer Berndt noted that his office had always found Ms. 
Netland easy to work with.  After further discussion, Chairman Gunderson noted that he did not feel this was the place for 
this discussion.  The resignation of Melissa Netland was not accepted at this time.   
 
Commissioners Bommersbach gave an update on the AMC Region 3 meeting and also asked CFO Stene to look into some 
additional ARPA funding that he states is related to Payment In Lieu of Taxes that were discussed at the Region 3 meeting.   
 
At 10:08 the second 2022 Tax Forfeiture sale was held to sell the only property forfeited for non-payment of property tax 
dating back to 2018.  Only one person was in attendance to bid on the property located in the City of Shelly, at 101 Third St, 
previously owned by Stone Smith and Holly Dockter.  The minimum bid was $6,000, and $6,000 was the only bid received 
from Ron Cakebread of Shelly.  The property was sold and Mr. Cakebread was asked to take the confirmation sheet up to 
the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office to complete the sale.   
 
At 10:12 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda items.  Engineer Berndt addressed the 
letter he had previously brought to the board along with client/owner services agreement from Houston Engineering Inc, 
with regard to Norman County Ditch 7 Outlet Grade Stabilization Repair Concept and Estimated Construction Costs.  The 
board had previously asked whether they could or should authorize use of the Ditch 7 funds without having consent from 
the landowners involved in that ditch project or at least consent of the County Ditch 7 Ditch Committee.  Engineer Berndt 
noted that he had talked with the ditch committee, and noted that there is only one individual left on the committee at this 
time, but he had given his approval.  Chairman Gunderson noted that they have asked for additional members from the 
landowners involved, but no one wants to step up to serve on the committee.  At this time Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve moving ahead with the County Ditch #7 repair concept and estimated construction costs with Houston 
Engineering in the amount of $18,974.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought before the board was discussion on the bridge at CR 113 over the Marsh River east of Shelly, noting 
this bridge is failing and should either be replaced or the road closed.  After considerable discussion as to options of 
applying for funding through federal means, removing the bridge altogether, rerouting traffic and using funding on an 
alternate route, the board asked Engineer Berndt to look into the possibility of removing the bridge and rerouting traffic, 
since this road is only one mile off Hwy 75, and being able to use funding on the alternate route.   
 
The next item of discussion was the County Road 42 bridge, which Engineer Berndt notes may be served by a small slab 
bridge or box culverts and stated he is looking at design for this.    
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that he had been at a meeting in Alexandria the day prior to the meeting and noted that 
discussion at that meeting had centered around COVID causing the State Aid Allotment to be raised in 2022.  Now they are 
hearing that in 2023 due to decreased travel with regard to increased gas prices as well as fewer vehicles being purchased 
due to lack of supply, the 2023 State Aid Allotment may be reduced.   He will keep the board informed of anything more he 
is made aware of.   
 
The next item of Engineer Berndt’s agenda was an infringement on the Ada to NC line trail.  He noted that he had talked 
with the individual to inform him that this is a misdemeanor and that the trees will need to be replaced as well as the grass 
reseeded.  Engineer Berndt was instructed to work with the county attorney on drafting a document with stipulations as to 
what needed to be done, who would do the work, and that the landowner would be responsible for the costs involved.   
 
The last item Engineer Berndt brought forward was the CR 147 bridge that has now been replaced with 4 box culverts.  
Engineer Berndt shared a few photos and encouraged commissioners to check it out, he noted he was very pleased with the 
project.   
 
At 10:38 a.m. Garry Johanson updated the board with his agenda, beginning with the solid waste grant approved on 
September 1st for the solid waste study for the 9-county group to figure out which direction the counties want to move for 
the future dealing with solid waste.  The Norman County share of the study will be $4,784, and Stantec (formerly Wenck) 
will do the study.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the $4,784 to move ahead with the engineering 
study.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Johanson noted that he had just attended the MACPZA Conference and the big discussion centered on solar panels and 
wind tower blades and where do they go at end of life.  He noted currently blades are going to Wyoming, but they feel this 
may be coming to an end.   
 
Mr. Johanson also reminded the board of the November 10th meeting to be held in Twin Valley beginning at 6 p.m. with 
Director Kelly of Homeland Security/Emergency Management.  A/T Hanson will post the special meeting notice 3 days 
before the meeting.   
 
At 10:54 a.m. seeing that there was some time before the next person on the agenda, Chairman Gunderson brought 
forward discussion on the letter received from the City of Ada with regard to Off-Peak Customers and the fact that 
beginning January 1, 2023, the city would no longer have an off-peak rate, that those would be discontinued and would be 
the same as the residential rate of 9.37 cents per KWH.  They did note that there is a base charge for each electric meter 



and stated we may want to consider combining the off-peak meter with our main electric meter saving the $11 base 
charge.  This would need to be done by an electrician at our expense.  A/T Hanson noted that both she and Kelly Kappes 
had talked with Paul Brommenschenkel of Ada Electric and he noted that it could be done, however, it would be quite some 
time before you would actually see a savings.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to have the off-peak meter 
combined with our main electric meter which would eventually save the county.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was the land the county owns in Section 35 of Lake Ida Township.  
A/T Hanson noted that the current renter, Evan Mattila, had asked if the county would be interested in selling the property, 
as he wasn’t sure he would want to continue renting.  The current lease expires 12/31/2022 and has been at a rate of $60 
per acre, for 72 tillable acres.  Discussion ensued and some wanted to sell the property, others questioned whether we 
could sell the property, and A/T Hanson retrieved the file on the property and found that at one time the property had 
been sold to Wagner Walleyes, but then the earnest money had been refunded for some reason.  A/T Hanson noted we 
could advertise to rent for a two-year contract rather than five-year and research whether the property could be sold or 
why the previous earnest money had been refunded.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to advertise the 
property for rent with a two-year lease.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and 4 voted in favor with 1 voting 
against, that being Commissioner Hall.  Motion passed.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with regard to a Nurse Practitioner/Sanford Contract for $80/hr. 
with the Sanford Clinic.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Sanford Clinic contract to provide 
Nurse Practitioner services reimbursed at a rate of $80/hour.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
The second item on Director Kjono’s agenda was the Special Needs Basic Care (SNBC) agreement with Medica.  After some 
discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the SNBC agreement with Medica.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and the motion was passed unanimously.   
 
At 11:40 a.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to enter closed session pursuant to M.S. 13D.03 Sub.1(b) to discuss and consider 
strategy for labor negotiations.  Members present were Josh Heggem, Attorney for labor negotiations, Pemberton Law, 
David Stene, CFO, Nathan Redland, Commissioner District 2, LeeAnn Hall, Commissioner District 4, Marvin Gunderson, 
Chairman, District 1, Steve Bommersbach, Commissioner District 5, Steve Jacobson, Commissioner District 3 and Donna 
Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer.  The session was recorded and the recording will be stored in the Treasurer’s vault.   
 
At 12:14 p.m.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the first closed session.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 12:15 p.m.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to enter into the second closed session pursuant to M.S. 
13D.05, Sub.2(b) – Preliminary consideration of allegations or charges against an individual subject to Board authority.   
Members present were Josh Heggem, Labor attorney, Pemberton Law; David Stene, CFO, Nathan Redland, Commissioner 
District 2, Lee Ann Hall, Commissioner District 4, Marvin Gunderson, Chairman, Commissioner District 1, Steve 
Bommersbach, Commissioner District 5, Steve Jacobson, Commissioner District 3 and Donna Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer.   
The session was recorded and the recording will be stored in the Treasurer’s vault.   
 
At 12:53 p.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the second closed session.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 12:54 p.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to reconvene the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 12:55 p.m. Chairman Gunderson seeing there was nothing more to come before the board, adjourned the board 
meeting.   
 
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer  


